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Neeroga - At 311
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     Common name: “Neeroga”

     Maturity duration:  93 days

     Recommended for general cultivation

     Potential yield:  5.6 t/ha

     Red-pericarp and long slender variety

     Moderately resistant to Brown Plant 
                  Hopper, Rice Gall Midge & Rice Blast

     Good grain quality / Red Basmathi 

     Glycemic Index (GI) - 55 ± 5
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New Rice Variety
Released in 2015

 

This volume provides the rice variety 
distribu�on in Sri Lanka for the year 
2015, prepared using informa�on 
pertaining to Maha 2014/15 and Yala 
2015 seasons. 
 
 

 

Highlights ….. 
 
 
  The most popular rice variety is 

Bg 352 (18.7% of area) followed by 
Bg 300 (15.6% of area). 
 

 

 Bg 352 and Bg 300 are widely 
cul�vated in Mahaweli areas and 
Kurunegala district respec�vely. 

 
 

 3 ½ months maturity age group is 
adopted in 70.3% of the area 
cul�vated. 

 
 
 

 Tradi�onal varie�es are adopted 
in 0.46% of the area cul�vated. (a 
reduc�on of 0.83% compared to 
2014). 

 
 

 White-pericarp varie�es are 
adopted in 82% of area cul�vated. 

 
 

 Long grain rice varie�es are 
adopted in 75.6% of area 
cul�vated. cul�vated.
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Table 1: Summary of rice varietal distribution in Sri Lanka – 2015
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Age  Group  Variety          Grain 

Type  
Maha 2014/15  Yala 2015  Annual  

     (ha) % (ha) % (ha) % 
New Improved Varieties  (NIV)  
2 ½ months Bg 250 White,LG    4,164 0.55 2,360 0.49 6,523 0.52 
  Sub Total  4,164 0.55 2,360 0.49 6,523 0.52 
                 
3 months Bw 272 - 6b  1,245 0.16 863 0.18 2,108 0.17 
  Bg 300  122,984 16.17 71,373 14.69 194,356 15.59 
  Bg 301  425 0.06 0 0.00 425 0.03 
  At 303 Red,LG 952 0.13 2,540 0.52 3,492 0.28 
  Bg 304  191 0.03 259 0.05 450 0.04 
  Bg 305 White,LG 954 0.13 3,537 0.73 4,491 0.36 
  At 306 White,LG 107 0.01 208 0.04 315 0.03 
  At 307 White,LG 26,000 3.42 15,495 3.19 41,496 3.33 
  At 308 White,SG 19,199 2.52 12,525 2.58 31,724 2.55 
  Other  48 0.01 170 0.03 218 0.02 
  Sub Total  172,105 22.62 106,970 22.02 279,075 22.39 
                 
3 ½ months Bg 34 - 6 Red,LG 150 0.02 0 0.00 150 0.01 
  Bg 94 - 1 White,LG 37,677 4.95 25,453 5.24 63,130 5.06 
  Bw 267 - 3 White,LG 201 0.03 39 0.01 240 0.02 
  At 16 Red,LG 11 0.00 0 0.00 11 0.00 
  Bg 350 Red,LG 165 0.02 385 0.08 550 0.04 
  Bw 351 Red,LG 372 0.05 0 0.00 372 0.03 
  Bg 352 White,LG 142,656 18.75 89,799 18.49 232,455 18.65 
  At 353 Red,LG 8,229 1.08 5,637 1.16 13,866 1.11 
  At 354 White,LG 105 0.01 40 0.01 145 0.01 
  Ld 355 White,SG 20 0.00 0 0.00 20 0.00 
  Ld 356 Red,SG 1,803 0.24 413 0.09 2,216 0.18 
  Bg 357 White,LG 16,308 2.14 10,695 2.20 27,003 2.17 
  Bg 358 White,SG 80,925 10.64 43,341 8.92 124,267 9.97 
  Bg 359 White,LG 38,402 5.05 21,602 4.45 60,004 4.81 
  Bg 360 White,SG 45,806 6.02 24,334 5.01 70,139 5.63 
  Bw 361 Red,LG 6,087 0.80 298 0.06 6,385 0.51 
  At 362 Red,LG 80,074 10.53 74,574 15.35 154,648 12.41 
  Bw 363 White,LG 82 0.01 1,115 0.23 1,197 0.10 
  Bw 364 Red,LG 3,419 0.45 1,929 0.40 5,349 0.43 
  Ld 365 Red,SG 5,553 0.73 3,661 0.75 9,215 0.74 
  Bg 366 White,LG 30,215 3.97 25,437 5.24 55,652 4.46 
  Bw 367 White,SG 9,457 1.24 13,313 2.74 22,771 1.83 
  Ld 368 Red,SG 4,418 0.58 2,577 0.53 6,995 0.56 
  Bg 369 White,LG 13 0.00 0 0.00 13 0.00 
  Bg 370 White,SG 241 0.03 166 0.03 407 0.03 
  Ld 371 White,SG 1 0.00 10 0.00 11 0.00 
  Bw 372 Red,LG 35 0.00 240 0.05 275 0.02 
  Other  9,825 1.29 8,790 1.81 18,616 1.49 
  Sub Total  522,251           68.65 353,849 72.85 876,099 70.28 
 
 

               

Red,LG

Red,LG
White,LG

White,LG



 
Note: LG=Long Grain (Nadu), SG=Short Grain (Samba), **Not a recommended rice variety
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Figure 1 : Cultivated extents of ten most popular rice varieties in Sri Lanka - 2015
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Age Group  Variety          Grain 
Type 

Maha 2014/15   Yala 2015  Annual  
 

    (ha) % (ha) % (ha) % 
4-4 ½ months Bg 11-11 White,SG 14          0.00 0 0.00 14 0.00 
  Bg 379 - 2 White,LG 13,150 1.73 8,241 1.70 21,391 1.72 
  Bg 380 White,LG 20 0.00 0 0.00 20 0.00 
  Bw 400 Red,LG 15 0.00 0 0.00 15 0.00 
  Bg 400  -1  White,LG 2,834 0.37 370 0.08 3,204 0.26 
  At 402 Red,LG 2,296 0.30 182 0.04 2,478 0.20 
  Bg 403 White,LG 3,577 0.47 1,767 0.36 5,344 0.43 
  At 405 White,LG 512 0.07 90 0.02 602 0.05 
  Bg 406 Red,LG 6,308 0.83 2,163 0.45 8,471 0.68 
  Ld 408 Red,LG 137 0.02 94 0.02 231 0.02 
  Bg 450 White,SG 2,473 0.33 1,584 0.33 4,057 0.33 
  Bg 454 White,LG 20 0.00 14 0.00 34 0.00 
  Pokuru Samba* White,SG 18,500          2.43 4,888 1.01 23,388 1.88 
  Other  6,205          0.82 1,651 0.34 7,855 0.63 
  Sub Total  56,060          7.37 21,044 4.33 77,104 6.19 
                 
5-6 months Bg 745 White,SG 50          0.01 8 0.00 58 0.00 
  Bg 3 - 5 White,LG 32          0.00 4 0.00 36 0.00 
  Bg 38 White,SG 299          0.04 8 0.00 307 0.02 
  Other  347 0.05 0 0.00 347 0.03 
  Sub Total  728 0.10 20 0.00 748 0.06 
                 
Old Improved Varieties (OIV) 
 H4 Red,LG 354 0.05 198 0.04 552 0.04 
  CO-10 Red,LG 189 0.02 80 0.02 269 0.02 
  Other  383 0.05 0 0.00 383 0.03 
  Sub Total  926 0.12 278 0.06 1,204 0.10 
                 
Traditional Rice Varieties   4,545 0.60 1214   0.25 5759 0.46 
        
 Total  760,779   485,733 100.00 1,246,512 100.00 

Note: LG=Long Grain (Nadu), SG=Short Grain (Samba), *Not a recommended rice variety 

Variety

100.00
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Table 2 : Cultivated extent of rice by variety category - 2015

Figure 3 : Cultivated extent of rice by variety category - 2015 
 

 

New Improved 
Varieties
99.44%

Old Improved 
Varieties

0.09 %

Traditional Rice 
Varieties

0.46%
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  Maha 2014/15 Yala 2015  Annual Extent 
  (ha) % (ha) % (ha) % 
New Improved 
Varieties  

755,307 99.28 484,242 99.69 1,239,549 99.44 

Old Improved 
Varieties  

926 0.12 278 0.06 1,204 0.10 

Traditional Rice 
Varieties  

4,545 0.60 1,214 0.25 5,759 0.46 
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Figure 2 : Cultivated extents of ten most popular rice varieties in major three districts
                   of Sri Lanka 2015
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Bg352 Bg 300 At 362 Bg 358 Bg 360 Bg 94-1 Bg 359 Bg 366 At 307 At 308
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Table 3 : Varietal distribution of new improved varieties according to age group - 2015

Figure 4 : Varietal distribution of new improved varieties according to age group - 2015 

Figure 5 a : Spread of three major rice varieties in each district including Mahaweli areas 
                      in dry zone- 2015
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Age Group  Maha  2014/15  Yala  2015  Annual Extent 

  (ha) % (ha) % (ha) % 
2 ½ Months  4,164 0.55 2,360 0.49 6523 0.53 

3 Months  172,105 22.62 106,970 22.02 279,075 22.51 
       
3½ Months  522,251 68.65 353,849 72.85 876,099 70.68 

4-4½ Months  56,060 7.37 21,044 4.33 77,104 6.22 

5-6 Months 728 0.01 20 0.004 748 0.06 

 



Figure 4 b : Spread of three major rice varieties including Mahaweli 
                   areas in Dry Zone- 2015

Figure 5: Spread of three major rice varieties in Wet Zone - 2015 

Figure 6: Spread of three major rice varieties in Intermediate Zone - 2015
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Figure 5 b : Spread of three major rice varieties in each district  including Mahaweli 
                      areas in Dry Zone - 2015

Figure 6 : Spread of three major rice varieties in each district in Wet Zone - 2015 

Figure 7: Spread of three major rice varieties in each district in Intermediate Zone - 2015

Eliya



 

Note: Popular Rice Varieties in last �ve years relative to 2010

Figure 8 : Variety spread according to grain types - 2015
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Figure 9 : Spread of popular rice varieties in Sri Lanka (2010 - 2015)

Note: Popular rice varieties in last �ve years relative to 2010
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Figure 10: Distribution of rice varieties by di�erent age groups 2010 - 2015

Figure 11: Distribution of rice varieties by grain type and colour 2010 - 2015 
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Table 4: New rice varieties released by RRDI after 2000  
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Year of 
 release 

Variety  Maturity 
group 

Grain size 
and colour 

Area of recommendation   

2002 At 362 3½ Red - IB General cul�va�on 

2002 Bw 361 3½ Red - IB General cul�va�on -Tolerant to iron toxicity 

2003 Bw 363 3½ White- IB General cul�va�on-Tolerant to iron toxicity 

2004 At 306 3 White-LS Basma� type for general cul�va�on 

2005 Bg 250 2½ White- IB Drought and flooded area (as escape) 

2005 At 307 3 White- IB General cul�va�on 

2005 Bg 406 4 - 4½ Red - IB Northern region 

2005 Bg 407H 4 - 4½ White- IB High poten�al area ( 1st hybrid variety) 

2005 Bg 454 4 - 4½ White- IB General cul�va�on with assured supply of water 

2006 Bw 364 3½ White- IB Wet zone -  Tolerant to iron toxicity 

2008 Ld 365 3½ Red-SR Wet zone 

2008 At 308 3 White-SR General cul�va�on 

2009 Bg 366 3½ White- IB General cul�va�on 

2010 Ld 408 4 - 4½ Red - IB General cul�va�on 

2011 Bw 367 3 ½ White-SR General cul�va�on -Tolerant to iron toxicity 

2011 Ld 368 3½ Red-SR Wet zone 

2012 Bg 369 3½ White-LM Saline prone areas 

2013 Bg 370 3½ White-SR General cul�va�on 

2013 Ld 371 3½ White-SR Wet zone 

2013 Bw 372 3½ Red - IB Wet zone-Tolerant to iron toxicity 

2013 At 309 3 White-LS General cul�va�on-For rice based products 

2014 At 373 3½ White-SR General cul�va�on -  Ambalantota Suwanda Samba  

2014 Bg 251 2½ White- IB Drought prone areas 

2014 Bg 310 3 White- IB General cul�va�on-salinity tolerant  

2014 Bg 455 4½ Red - IB Flood prone areas 

2015 At 311 3 Red- LS General cul�va�on 

 

Long grain (Nadu)     :  LM ( Long  Medium) ,  LS (Long Slender),  IB (Intermediate  Bold)     

Short grain (Samba) :  Short Round 



  Contact
   Rice Research and Development Ins�tute, Batalagoda, Ibbagamuwa

TP: 037-2258560/1, Fax: 037-2259881, e-mail: bgsocioeco@gmail.com

 Message from Director RRDI…. 
Rice Research and Development Ins�tute is the na�onal center for the development and primary 
dissemina�on of rice technologies to improve the produc�vity and profitability of rice farming 
and quality of rice. In order to achieve the stated objec�ve, a need of a sound database on rice 
varietal distribu�on is of vital importance.  

RRDI has been on the process of es�ma�ng the rice varietal distribu�on of Sri Lanka for many 
decades with the coopera�on of Provincial and Inter-provincial Department of Agriculture and 
Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka.  

This newsle�er on varietal distribu�on is highly used by scientists, students, academia and Policy 
Planners. I greatly appreciate the effort made by Socio Economics Division of Rice Research and 
Development Ins�tute for this endeavour. 

 

Dr. Amitha P. Bentota  

Director (Rice Research and Development)  
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