
 

Cultivation Progress 

 Cultivation target of 

paddy in 2018/19 Maha  

season is 832,611 ha.  

 Sown extent reported as 

at end December 2018 

is 743,314 ha; 89% 

achievement from the 

target. 

 The reported sown ex-

tent as at end December 

2018 is 16% and 10% 

higher respectively when 

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  

2017/18 Maha sown 

extent and the average 

sown extent of past 3 

Maha seasons. (Figure 2 & 

3). Island wide favorable 

weather  contributed for 

this achievements.  
 

Crop Damages 

 Around   42,000 ha culti-

vated land in Northern 

and Eastern province is 

damaged  due to flood 

(41,947 ha) and pest          

(505 ha)  during early   

December (Table 1).  

 

 
 

Paddy Production 

 Paddy  production 

forecast  is 2.85 mil-

lion metric tons, 

based on both re-

ported sown extent  

and crop losses .  

 

 This expected paddy 

production equals to 

the best production 

reported in 2014/15 

and 2015/16 Maha 

seasons 

       

 

Paddy 

 

Figure 1: Paddy: Monthly cultivation extents 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 

Socio Economics & Planning Centre, Department of Agriculture, Peradeniya  

15th January 2019 
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Paddy 

 Sown extent as at end 

December 2018  - 743,314 

ha, 89% of the target. 

 Expected paddy production 

- 2.85 million MT. 

 Paddy production is suffi-

cient to feed the nation for 

9 months. 

 

OFC 

 Total cultivation extent  

113,252 ha, 70% of the 

target. 

 Maize - cultivation extent— 

74,424 ha.  

 Fall army warm affected 

area—around 42,000 ha 

 

Vegetables 

 Up Country vegetables 

cultivation progress is 

8,442 ha, 57% of the tar-

get. 

 Low country Vegetable 

cultivation progress is 

18,766 ha, 55% of the 

target. 

Crop Forecast  
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Table 2: Paddy : Rice availability situation  -  Maha 2018/19 season 

Domestic rice production : 2018/19 Maha Season

Maha 2018/19 paddy production (forecasted production) million mt 2.85

Wastage of paddy (6%) million mt 0.17
Seed paddy requirement for Yala 2019 ( Sown extent Yala 2019* ) Seed paddy 

requirement**)
million mt

0.04

Paddy availability for consumption million mt 2.64

Rice availability for consumption (68% milling ratio) million mt 1.80

Rice consumption/ Requirement /Usage : 2019

Rice per capita consumption Kg/year/person 106.97

Population 2019 number 21,918,363
Total rice requirement year 2019*** million mt 2.34

Rice requirement/ month  mt 195,388

Months can be fed from Maha 2018/19 production 9.19

Assumptions:

Sown extent Yala 2019* - Average sown extent of Yala 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018

Seed paddy requirement** = 102.35Kg/ha

No rice use for animal feed and manufacturing 

Rice usage for rice based value added products, hotels, hospitals etc… are not considered for calculating national rice requirement.

Sources:

Rice requirement year 2019*** - Rice per capita consumption - Household Income and Expenditure Survey 2016

Population 2019 - Central Bank Report 2017 (Growth rate 1.1%)
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Figure 3: Paddy : Trend of paddy extent and production in Maha 
seasons 
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Figure 2: Paddy : Target and progress as at end December 2018 Maha 
2018/19 and sown extent Maha 2017/18 

 Paddy harvesting will commence in 

January and continue to end March , 

2019. 

 The expected paddy production of  2018/19 Maha season based on 

the extent reported would be sufficient  to feed the nation for 9 

months period   under the above assumptions (Table 2) 



 Cultivation progress of all Other 

Field Crops up to end December 

2018 is 113,252 ha; 70% of the tar-

get (Table 3). 

 When compared with Maha 

2017/18 season’s cultivated extent, 

maize and ground nut cultivation of 

this Maha season reached above 

90% progress followed by black 

gram and finger millet. 

 Fall armywarm damage reported 

from  especially Eastern, Uva and 

North Central Provinces.   

 Approximately 42,000ha of maize 

cultivation were affected due to Fall 

Armywarm damage (Table 4). 

 Flood damages reported from 

Northern province and black gram 

( 368ha), and ground nut (1628ha) 

cultivation is affected. 

 Harvesting schedule of major OFC 

crops are depicted in Figure 5. 
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Other Field Crops 

Table  3: OFC: Targets and cultivation extents as at end December 2018 of  Maha 2018/19 season 

Figure  4: OFC: Targets and cultivation extents as at end December 2018 of  Maha 2017/18 season 
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Target: Maha 2018/19 Progress: Maha 2018/19

Target (ha)
Achievemen

t (ha)

Crop 

affected 

area due to 

fall army 

warm and 

flood 

damage 

(ha) 

Expected 

production 

from the 

achievement 

(mt)

Revised 

expected 

production 

(mt)  

(considering 

crop 

damages)

%              

Achievement              

in extent  

from the 

target

Extent 

(ha) 

Production 

(mt)

 Maize          41,828 273,933 202,507 78,606 274,399 74 95

 Potato 2,964 1,265                    -   20,767 20,767 43 2,359 40,906 51 54

 Red Onion 3,904 1,652                  11 23,725 23,620 42 2,421 33,759 70 68

 Green Chilli 10,765 5,780                125 28,015 27,690 54 8,249 43,361 65 70

 Finger millet 4,054 2,590                     6 3,525 3,518 64 3,251 4,077 86 80

 Green Gram 8,330 3,322                137 4,353 4,251 40 7,305 9,018 47 45

 Cow pea 9,635 3,368                105 4,252 4,151 35 7,123 11,285 38 47

 Black gram 15,092 8,951                391 8,370 8,022 59 10,471 8,253 97 85

 Ground nut 12,093 9,947            1,921 14,739 13,153 82 10,965 14,074 105 91

 Gingelly 4,012 1,805                     7 2,559 2,555 45 2,744 1,934 132 66

 Soy bean 1,116 129                    -   208 208 12 827 1,314 16 16

 Big Onion 205 21                    -   219 219 10 76 1,115 20 27

Total 161,913 113,252 44,531 410,700 310,661 70 134,397 443,495 93 84

Maha 2017/18 Progressed 

extent of 

Maha 

2018/19 as a 

% of 

cultivation 

extent in 

Maha 

2017/18

Production 

forecast of 

Maha 

2018/2019 

as a % of 

production 

in Maha 

2017/18

8374,42489,743

Crop

Maha 2018/19
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Figure 5:  OFC: Harvesting schedule by districts of major OFC crops 

M

o

v

i

n

g 

Target (ha)
Achievment 

(ha)

25% yield 

Loss area

50% yield 

loss area

75% yield 

loss area

100% yield 

loss area

Total  

affected 

area(ha)

Est.  Prod. (mt)

Available 

production 

considering 

crop 

damages 

(mt)
 Colombo -               -               -               -               -               -           -          -                   -               

 Gampaha -               -               -               -               -               -           -          -                   -               

 Kaluthara -               -               -               -               -               -           -          -                   -               

 Kandy 226              103              -               -               -               -           -          322                  322              

 Matale 226              255              -               30                 -               -           30            561                  528              

 Nuwara-Eliya 144              78                 -               -               -               -           -          629                  629              

 Galle -               -               -               -               -               -           -          -                   -               

 Matara 6                   1                   -               -               -               -           -          3                      3                  

 Hambantota 696              435              23                 1                   2                   1               28            782                  766              

 Jaffna 13                 9                   -               -               -               -           -          15                    15                

 Kilinochchi 146              101              5                   12                 2                   3               21            156                  139              

 Mannar 190              125              -               -               -               -           -          305                  305              

 Vavunia 422              282              29                 21                 5                   7               62            922                  830              

 Mullaithivu 198              74                 -               -               -               -           -          361                  361              

 Batticaloa 1,432           999              108              77                 78                 9               271         1,399               1,213          

 Ampara 12,632         12,431         7,727           457              292              20             8,495      45,001            36,317        

 Trincomalee 1,760           1,016           16                 404              127              57             604         3,361               2,175          

 Kurunagala 1,232           905              -               101              -               -           101         2,553               2,411          

 Puttalum 621              520              -               28                 -               -           28            1,834               1,785          

 Anuradhapura 31,806         21,523         150              5                   10,047         -           10,202    67,797            43,935        

 Polonnaruwa 122              67                 -               -               -               -           -          185                  185              

 Badulla 7,694           7,619           932              4,266           -               -           5,198      33,446            23,059        

 Monaragala 27,109         25,228         7,385           8,500           -               140           16,025    105,705          79,575        

 Rathnapura 299              245              13                 -               -               0               13            438                  432              

 Kegalle 42                 26                 -               -               -               -           -          79                    79                

 System H  300              270              80                 -               -               -           80            851                  788              

 System H1 552              491              150              -               -               -           150         1,547               1,429          

 Udawalawa 355              70                 10                 -               -               -           10            293                  283              

 System B 300              170              68                 -               -               -           68            468                  421              

 System C 1,030           1,149           374              -               -               -           374         4,159               3,821          

 System G 80                 46                 7                   -               -               -           7              127                  122              

 System L 90                 83                 10                 -               -               -           10            261                  254              

Mahaweli D 17                 12                 1                   -               -               -           1              32                    31                

Rambakenoya 7                   94                 50                 -               -               -           50            340                  295              Vicktoria Kothmale

Sri Lanka 89,743         74,424         17,138         13,901         10,553         237          41,828    273,933          202,507      

Maize

District

Table  4: Maize: Target, Cultivation Progress, Fall armywarm damage and the Expected production  (Provisional data) 

  
Note: Polonnaruwa District data only represents Polonnaruwa Inter Province area 
 
The data not received from Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara Districts 
The Fall armywarm damage were informally reported during January 2019 and it could be changed in future. 
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MAIZE  -  Fall Armywarm Damage 

Ampara  

Target—12,632 ha 

Cultivation - 12,431 ha 

Total affected area– 8,495 ha 

Expected Pro.—36,317 mt 

62%

4%

2%

0%

32%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Non 
affected 
area

Anuradhapura 

Target –31,806 ha 

Cultivation –21523 ha 

Total affected area –10,202 ha 

Expected Pro. –43,935 mt. 

Badulla 

Target -  7,694 ha 

Cultivation -  7,619 ha 

Total affected area - 5,198 ha 

Expected Pro. -  23,059 mt 

Monaragala 

Target - 27,109 ha 

Cultivation -  25,228 ha 

Total affected area– 16,025 ha 

Expected Pro. -  79,575 mt 

1% 0%

47%

0%

52%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Non 
affected 
area

29%

34%
0%

1%

36%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Non 
affected 
area

12%

56%
0%

0%

32%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Non 
affected 
area

Target -  89,743ha 

Cultivation as at end Decem-
ber 2018  -  74,424 ha 

Total affected area due to fall 
army warm  - 41,828 ha 

Area of yield loss as a %  

25% -   17,138 ha 

50% -  13,901 ha 

75% -  10,553 ha 

100% -  237 ha 

Expected production consider-
ing the damages  -  202,507mt 
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Vegetables 

Table 5 : Vegetables : Targets and cultivation extents as at end December 2018 of 
Maha 2018/19 season 

 Cultivation target of all vegetables is 48,767 

ha and the progress achieved up to end 

December 2018 is 27,001 ha; 55% of the 

target (Table 5). 
 

 Up country vegetables extent reached 57% 

progress from the target and low country 

vegetables reached 55% progress. 
 

 The highest cultivation extent reported 

from brinjol  followed by , pumpkin, beans 

and okra.  
 

 The cultivation extent of end December 

2018, the cultivation extent of low country 

vegetables are comparatively higher and up 

country vegetables are lower compared to  

last Maha season. (Figure 6).  

 

Figure 6: Vegetables : Cultivation extend as at end December 2017 and 2018 

Crop         Target (ha)
Progress 

(ha)

Expected 

Pdn. (mt)

% Progress 

from the 

Target

 Bean 4,184 2,528 26,514 60

 Beet 1,263 612 11,736 48

 Cabbage 2,242 1,320 34,945 59

 Capsicum 2,324 1,154 9,259 50

 Carrot 1,719 1,072 14,158 62

 Knol-Khol 545 278 3,487 51

 Leeks 1,072 659 16,302 61

 Radish 1,560 821 15,517 53

Total 14,909 8,442 131,917 57

 Red Pumpkin 6,257 2,825 37,740 45

 Snake gourd 1,912 921 11,946 48

 Tomato 3,430 1,653 24,483 48

 Cucumber 1,479 774 9,516 52

 Bitter gourd 2,511 1,384 17,163 55

 Okra 3,822 2,402 22,858 63

 Brinjal 5,092 2,930 35,116 58

 Ash plantain 875 543 3,933 62

 Luffa 2,055 1,046 11,376 51

Total 33,858 18,559 174,131 55

Grand Total 48,767 27,001 306,048 55

 Up-Country Vegetables

 Low-Country Vegetables
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Table 6 : Vegetables : Targets and cultivation extents as at end December 2018 of Maha 2018/19 season 
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Crop cultivation extents provided by; 

 Provincial Deputy Director of Agriculture Offices 

 Inter Province Deputy Director of Agriculture Offices 

 Mahaweli Authority  
 

Production Forecasts are made by; 

Based on the moving averages of the average yields (source: Depart-

ment of Census and Statistics) of past 3 years which are verified 

from Cost of Cultivation reports published by the Socio Economics 

and Planning Centre, Department of Agriculture and the following 

the observations of field officers. 
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We’re on the Web  

www.doa.gov.lk 

World rice production is forecast to expand by 1.3 

percent in 2018 to reach a new record high. India 

is predicted to spearhead this growth, due to gen-

erally adequate monsoon rains and higher mini-

mum support prices. Sizeable expansions are 

also expected in Bangladesh, Madagascar, Sri 

Lanka, the United States, Tanzania and Viet 

Nam. By contrast, policy-driven output contrac-

tions are anticipated in China and Egypt, while 

falling returns are expected to depress production 

across much of Europe, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, and Oceania.  
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