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Vision

Achieve excellence in agriculture for n  ational prosperity.

Mission

Development and dissemination of improved agricultural
technology and providing related services to all stakeholders
with emphasis on farmers to achieve an equitable and
sustainable agricultural development to ensure foo d and
nutritional security for the nation.
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FOREWORD

With the challenges faced by the agricultusattor at local as well as global levels, with
respect to changes in climate, economy and trade, the Department of Agriculture has
successfully taken another step forward towards the vision to achieve excellence in

agriculture during the year 2015.

Being he major stakeholder responsible for development of agriculture in the country, the
Department has currently made the pathway towards achievirgusiitiency in rice, maize
and mung bean. During 2015, 11 new crop varieties have been developed aed Blaas
Department of Agriculture in order to overcome the barriers faced by the conventional

varieties in improving productivity.

Risk of contamination of the environment through agrochemicals affecting the health of
humans is another challenge faced imcreasing productivity of crops. Therefore few
chemicals were banned during the year 2015.

We are proud to inform that seed production farms of the Department of Agriculture have
continued to earn profit during last few years.

A healthy nation is the kefpr prosperity of a country. Promotion of use of organic fertilizer

to replace inorganic chemicals and use of integrated pest and disease control technigues were
continued during the year aiming production of chemical free agricultural produce for the
naion within a sustainable environment. In addition, use of local food is being promoted

through O0Hel a Bojun Al ewi Piyasad and sal es

Lack of human resources at middle level had hampered progress of extension a
infrastructure development activities. To fulfill the long felt requirement of technical staff,

491 Technological Assistants were recruited to the Department of Agriculture.

| appreciate the effects of all officers of the Department for their unitesb&odin achieving
the success contained in this publication. Finally, | wish to express my gratitude to the editors
and the staff of the Progress Monitoring & Evaluation Unit for their immaculate effort to

complete this publication within the stipulateetipd.

Dr. R.R.AZWjekoon
Director General of Agriculture
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HIGHLIGHTS 1 2015

New crop varieties released

Rice
At 3117 Ambalantota Nirogi
Lowglycemici ndexed, r ed riceBaistymaturmg ietbreetmprhs.
1 Cooked rice has a pleasant aroma.
Possess a higher head grain percentage comp.
varieties.
1 Resistant to lodging and moderately resistant to rice leaf blast disease, brown plant
hopper and rice gall midge.
1 Averageyield is about 5t/ha.
Groundnut

ANKG2 - Lanka Jumbo

1 Large seeded, short maturity duration (3% months) variety
Weight of hundred seeds is-78 g.
1 Average yield is about 2.5 t/ha.

viii



Chili

MICH -HY -01

91 The first local hybrid Chilli variety recommended by the Department of Agriculture.

1 Potential yield is 32 t/ha and average yield is more than 25 t/ha.

1 Moderately resistant to Chilli leaf curl complex.

1 Pod length is 143 cm and width is around 1.58 mm.

1 More suitable for green Chilli production but could also be used for dry Chilli production.
Capsicum

HCA-01 (Hybrid)

The first local hybrid Capsicum variety recommended by the Department of Agriculture.
Average yield is 21 t/ha.

Pods are light green in colour with a shiny appearance and having a high pungency.

f
f
f
f

Average pod weight is around-371 g and pod length is around 12 cm.



Bitter gourd

HORDI M 15 i Niroga

1 The first local hybrid Bitter gourd variety recommended by the Department of
Agriculture.

Average yield is 120 t/ha and fruits are having a shiny appearance.
1 Average fruit weight is around 226 g and fruit length is around 26 cm.

Spine gourd (Thumba)

ANKTHF 1 - Chandu

The first | ocal hybrid 6Thumbadé variety recc
1 Female plant is named as ANKTHE (Chandu) and male plants are named as
ANKTHM - 1 (Vishma).
1 Average yield is about 105 t/ha and firsharvest could be obtained-30 days after
planting. A yield of 59 kg could be obtained from a single vine.
1 Average fruit weight is around 42 g and fruit length is around 7.7 cm.
1 Could be easily propagated through cuttings.



Yard Long Bean

Gannoruwa Hybrid Mae

1 The first local hybrid yard long bean variety recommended by the Department of
Agriculture.

1 Average yield is 224 t/ha. Pod length is around 64 cm. Average pod weight is 30 g.

Mushroom

Makandura White

1 Alocally selected newnushroom variety

1 Produces bright white color mushrooms which can be stored -ford8ys at room
temperature and 102 days in refrigerator.

1 Average weight of a single mushroom at harvesting stage i433% and 60850 g of
yield could obtain from 1d of growth media.
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Durian

Gannoruwa Sweet

el Y 4
Average weight of a fruit is P 4.5 kg.
Fruit can be splitted easily.
Yellowish orange, sweet flesh is thicker than in normal fruits i{IL® cm).

=A =4 =4 =4

Grafted plants flower in & 7 years and 2D 25 No.of fruits can be harvested from a 10
year old tree.

Governords plum (Uguressa)

Gannoruwa

1 Larger fruits with an average weight of 14 g.
Ripe fruits are purple in colour with a yellowish orange, sweet flesh.

1 Grafted plants flower in B 4 years anc harvest of 2% 30 kg can be obtained from a 7
year old tree.

1 No spines on trunk.

Ber (Masan)

Gannoruwa Masan 2- Aralaganwila

E

=

Average weight of a fruit is 1015 g.
91 Suitable for potting and can be grafted to local plants.
Easily grown in Dry asvell as Wet Zones.
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Varieties conditionally released

Popcorn

MI Popcorn

1 The first locally produced popcorn variety.
1 Avyield of 2.2 t/ha could be obtained in BA.00 days.
Popping percentage is 5% and popping expansion volume is 22-25.5 cni/g.

Longan (Mora)

Nirodha

1 Have a thicker flesh and pleasant aroma than local varieties.

Can be grafted to local varieties and also suitable for potting.
1 Grafted plants produce around 1800 fruits in aftérd3years.
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Ber (Masan)- Green big

Green big

Bear fruits larger (Average weight 6@85) than local varieties.
Tastes similar to apple or pears.
Can be easily grafted to local varieties and also suitable for potting.

= =4 -4 -4

Grafted plants produce 50200 kg of fruits per year afteri23 years of planting.

Bignay (Karawala kebilla)

Red bunch

1 Have improved qualities in taste and colour than local varieties.
Suitable for producing value added products.

1 A yield of 2007 300 g could be obtained from a mature plant and also suitable for
potting.

Outcome of research

1 Twenty two exotic Chili hybrids were evaluated for yield, pest and disease tolerance/
resistance and hybrids with less pest and disease incidences were identified for commercial

cultivation.

1 Identified a new pest in Cucurbdultivation as Cucurbit longicorn beetle Agfomecyna

saltaton
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9 Out of fourteen exotic Maize hybrids received from private sector, 07 hybrids with average yields
of 6 - 7 t/ha were given permission to import for general cultivation based onptxdarmance
under the local conditions.

1 Sheath blight disease caused Rkizoctonia solanis a serious disease in Maize cultivation.
Inserting sclerotia to the sheath was found as an effective, rapich@rdkstructivevarietal
screening technique for tisheath blight disease in Sri Lanka.

1 A study on the effect of ksitu application of Sun hemp as a green manure on growth and yield of
Maize revealed that chemical fertilizer (Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium) requirement of the
Maize crop could be redad by 25 % by incorporation of Sun hemp plants 3 weeks after

establishment of the crop.

1 Anthracnose is a big constraint in B@nion cultivation in Sri Lanka during Maha season.
Fungicide Azoxystrobin 250¢g/I SC was found to be effective on controlling anthracnose of Big

onion.

T A research on O6¢dewentficmaadl oar @& sevedlemthatBane at o
localities in Kandy, Matale and Kegalle Districts and Latosol soils in Mullativu, Kilinochchi and
Mannar Districts are suitable for Potato cultivation. With this approach, about 500 ha of new lands

can be brought under Potato cultivation from+tonventonal areas in the country.

Development Work

1 With the aim of improving infrastructure facilities at Schools of Agriculture, hostels, office,
libraries and academic complexes of Schools at Pelwehera, Vavuniya, Kundasale and Karapincha

have been constructed

Academic complex, Office and HostdPelwehera
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